WELCOME TO THE ART DEPARTMENT
OCR GCE Advanced Level: Fine Art
Bridging Day 2025
Outline

· This is a broad course of study – exactly like GCSE but at Advanced level. 
· Builds upon the skills you developed in Year 11. 
· The ‘A’ level course may form the basis for further specialist study at degree level at University.

· Advanced level Art also combines well with certain other ‘A’ level subjects. 

· You will study this subject for 10 one-hour periods every two weeks.
· Fine Art A-Level Teachers are Mrs Tivey, Mrs Shipley, Mrs Callcut and Mrs Booth, Mrs Johnson, Miss Jones. 
Scheme of Assessment
There is one form of assessment – internally marked by your teachers (externally moderated).
· A2 (2 years) – 2 Units of work (You will start your 1st unit of work in year 12)
· You will to complete the 2-year course in order to obtain the full award. 
· The Coursework unit is worth 60% of your final grade.

· The Exam unit is worth 40% of your Final grade.

What you will have to do - Year 12

Coursework Portfolio & Related Study (Assessed unit)
One project. No size restriction. Preparatory studies. 

Beginning with experimental studies then open to interpretation and encouraged to become personal. Mixed media and mainly 2D to play to your GCSE strengths, however three-dimensional work may be included. Studies from direct observation are an important feature in this project, but the first term/half term will be spent experimenting in teacher led workshops with a range of different materials with the mind set of ‘getting back in to it’ and exploring opportunities to be creative. 
Once you have personalised the theme of your coursework project, you are encouraged to work ambitiously to produce quality art work where you will work from direct observation, use photography and your ideas. Some of the experiences from the workshops may inspire some of this. By the end of the coursework project, you must have built one in-depth project with 1 finished outcome plus preparatory work that must include strong development, reference to Artist work is essential and a strong connection needs to be made.  

Written Work

An in-depth critical study containing written and visual research, presented in an essay format is essential. Students will write the bulk of this during year 12 but finish the final version in the first term of year 13.  Students will be supported with this – we have lots of guidance on Firefly to refer to as well. This is called The Related Study (also known as Personal Investigation)
What you will have to do – Year 13

Related Study (Personal Investigation) 
Your personal investigation from year 12 carries on into the first term of year 13, at this point, you will be developing your ideas and planning a final outcome to summarise the project.  Again, reference to other artists and designers is essential and your project should show a clear, creative journey.
You will complete the Coursework Project in Term 1 of Year 13, this includes practical and written work.

Externally Set Task (2nd project)
In the February of year 13 you will receive your exam paper in which you will choose a starting point to respond to (the same was you did in year 11). There will be a final exam in which you create your final outcome within the 15 hour guideline. You will produce preparatory studies which will be marked. The exam project is worth 40% of your final grade. 
Materials and other Resources

You know from your GCSE course that certain specialist materials are essential to produce the best quality work. Although they can be expensive you should try to obtain the following:

A set of drawing pencils (eg. HB, 2B,4B, 6B)/graphite pencil/stick
Coloured pencils

A fine paintbrush for detailed work (a couple in different sizes is also helpful if you are a painter!)
A black fine liner - water-soluble

Rubber & Pencil sharpener

PARENTPAY studio fee £5 towards materials. 

In Year 13 you will also need to purchase some A1 Mountboards which we order for you. (You will need these boards to present your work and students typically use between 8-10 boards). You will also need an A1 folder (£10-12) which you can order from ParentPay in September or you can purchase your own. 
Homework
Homework is an important feature of the Art course. It will be given regularly – sometimes practical and at other times finding out about different artists. If homework isn’t set, you should be independently continuing with your work in your directed study periods or free time.
Visits to Galleries and Museums/External Speakers
You will have the opportunity to visit places of creative interest such as The Yorkshire Sculpture Park. The purpose of these trips are to expose you to the work of artists and designers from a variety of backgrounds and cultures and to introduce you to a range of art and design forms you may not have seen before.  This will prepare your Related Study.  We also invited external speakers to talk to you, this has been really beneficial with your future after Sixth Form. 

Have a great summer holiday and Good Luck on results day. You are welcome to email c.johnson@chellaston.derby.sch.uk or katyshipley@chellaston.derby.sch.uk if you have any questions. 
Holiday Task 


Create a page of ideas for the two starting points in your journal, look at all the ideas you could investigate. 


Buy an A5 journal to start documenting any artists/art work that inspires you. You should be coming back and forth to this throughout the year. (Your journal does not need to be expensive!)


Find images and information about different techniques that you would like to learn/explore. Present these in your book ready to discuss in the new year. Lessons to begin with will explore new materials so maybe your technique will get used!











